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Domestic Events 
1. On November 3, 2020, nine departments and units including the Ministry of 

Commerce, the National Development and Reform Commission, and the Ministry of 

Finance jointly made a decision to establish 10 import trade promotion innovation 

demonstration zones across the country. Its function is "trade promotion", which means 

promoting exports, industry, and consumption; the other is "trade innovation", which 

means policy innovation, service innovation, and model innovation. 

(http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/i/jyjl/e/202011/20201103013473.shtml) 

 

2. On November 3, 2020, the Ministry of Commerce issued Announcement No. 50 of 

2020, announcing the preliminary ruling on anti-dumping investigations on imports of 

m-cresol originating in the United States, the European Union, and Japan. In view of 

material damage, and there is a causal relationship between dumping and material 

damage, it has been decided to impose a deposit on imports of m-cresol from the above-

mentioned countries (regions) from November 6, 2020, with a deposit ratio of 27.9%-

131.7%. 

(http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/ae/ai/202011/20201103013275.shtml) 

 

3. From November 4 to 11, 2020, the third China International Import Expo (CIIE) was 

held in Shanghai. The exhibition had both online and offline exhibitions. This year's 

CIIE was a big success in terms of deals reached at the event and the level of 

participation. 

(https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/zyxw/t1829356.shtml) 

 

4. On November 9, 2020, the General Office of the State Council issued the 

"Implementation Opinions on Promoting the Innovative Development of Foreign 

Trade", which covers 9 aspects including innovative development methods, business 

models, and operation methods, optimization of international market layout, domestic 

regional layout, and import and export commodity structure. It not only involves 



production, marketing, logistics, warehousing, cross-border flows and other links, but 

also focuses on the interaction between trade and industry, and uses technological 

innovation to complement the shortcomings of industrial development, further 

stimulate the vitality of market players, and fundamentally enhance China's 

competitiveness in foreign trade. 

(http://www.gov.cn/xinwen/2020-11/09/content_5559818.htm) 

 

5. On November 9, 2020, the 14th Vice-Ministerial Meeting of China-Japan Economic 

Partnership Consultation was held by video conference. Li Chenggang, Assistant 

Minister of Commerce, and Hiroshi Suzuki, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan’s 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, co-chaired the meeting. This meeting is the first inter-

departmental economic and trade cooperation mechanism meeting between the Chinese 

and Japanese governments since the outbreak of the COVID-19 epidemic. The two 

sides exchanged in-depth views on the macroeconomic situation under the epidemic, 

China-Japan bilateral economic and trade cooperation, multilateral and regional 

cooperation and other topics and reached broad consensus. 

(http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/ae/ai/202011/20201103014288.shtml) 

 

6. On November 11, 2020, the 23rd meeting of the Standing Committee of the 13th 

National People's Congress voted to pass the decision on amending the Copyright Law. 

The newly revised "Copyright Law" will be formally implemented on June 1, 2021. 

The revised Copyright Law has improved the relevant provisions of copyright 

protection, greatly increased the upper limit of legal compensation for infringement, 

and clarified the principle of punitive damages, etc., to provide further protection for 

the legitimate rights and interests of copyright holders. 

(http://www.npc.gov.cn/npc/c30834/202011/272b72cdb759458d94c9b875350b1ab5.s

html) 

 



7. On November 15, 2020, the fourth RCEP leaders meeting was held in video format. 

Premier Li Keqiang attended the meeting, and leaders of the ten ASEAN countries, 

South Korea, Japan, Australia, New Zealand and other countries attended the meeting. 

（https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/zyxw/t1832476.shtml) 

 

8. From November 16 to 20, 2020, China and the EU held the 34th round of investment 

agreement negotiations. In this round of negotiations, the two sides started negotiations 

on the remaining issues of the text and the list and made positive progress. 

（http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/ae/ai/202011/20201103017272.shtml) 

 

9. On November 17, 2020, the twelfth meeting of the leaders of the BRICS countries 

was held via video. President Xi Jinping attended the meeting and delivered an 

important speech. In the context of the continuous spread of the global epidemic, the 

severe recession of the world economy, the headwinds of economic globalization, and 

the severe challenges facing the economic development of emerging markets and 

developing countries, the leaders’ meeting has achieved a series of important results, 

which are useful for strengthening cooperation among the BRICS. Cohesion and 

centripetal force are of great significance to promote world economic recovery. The 

meeting passed the "Moscow Declaration on the Twelfth BRICS Leaders Meeting". 

(https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/zyxw/t1833128.shtml) 

 

10. On November 20, 2020, the 27th APEC Leaders’ Informal Meeting was held 

through video. President Xi Jinping attended the meeting and delivered an important 

speech entitled "Joining Hands to Build a Community with a Shared Future in the Asia-

Pacific" said that China "will actively consider joining" the CPTPP. The meeting 

adopted the "APEC Putrajaya Vision 2040" and issued the "2020 Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation Leaders Kuala Lumpur Declaration". 

(https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/zyxw/t1834259.shtml) 



 

11. From November 21 to 22, 2020, the fifteenth summit of G20 leaders was held in 

video format. President Xi Jinping attended the meeting and delivered an important 

speech. The summit issued a declaration and reached a series of important consensuses, 

demonstrating the firm confidence of G20 members in cooperating to meet challenges, 

and injecting strong impetus into promoting global economic recovery. The summit 

adopted the "G20 Leaders' Riyadh Summit Declaration". 

(https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/zyxw/t1834391.shtml) 

 

12. On November 27, 2020, the Ministry of Commerce issued Announcement No. 59 

of 2020, announcing the preliminary ruling on the anti-dumping investigation of related 

wines originating in Australia, ruling that there is dumping of related imported wines 

originating in Australia. In addition, there is a causal relationship between dumping and 

material damage, and it has been decided to implement temporary anti-dumping 

measures on the above products in the form of margin from November 28, 2020. The 

margin ratio of each company is 107.1%-212.1%. 

(http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/ae/ai/202011/20201103018694.shtml) 

 

13. From November 27 to 30, 2020, the 17th China-ASEAN Expo and China-ASEAN 

Business and Investment Summit were held in Nanning, Guangxi. For the first time, 

they were carried out in the form of a combination of online and offline. The theme of 

this year's expo is "Building the 'Belt and Road' and Prospering the Digital Economy. 

Laos is the theme country and Pakistan is the special partner country. 

(https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/zyxw/t1836065.shtml) 

 

14. On November 27, 2020, the Supreme People's Court and the Department of Justice 

of the Hong Kong SAR Government signed the "Supplementary Arrangements for the 

Mutual Enforcement of Arbitral Awards between the Mainland and the Hong Kong 

Special Administrative Region", completing the first revision and improvement of 



existing judicial assistance arrangements between the two parties. At the same time, the 

two parties issued 10 typical cases of mutual enforcement of arbitration awards in both 

Chinese and English. 

(http://www.court.gov.cn/zixun-xiangqing-275311.html) 
  



International Events 
1. On November 3, 2020, Kenya and the United Kingdom reached a trade agreement. 

The agreement will invalidate Kenya’s approval of the Economic Partnership 

Agreement (EPA) between the European Union and the East African Community 

(EAC). Kenya is the only country in the EAC that has approved the agreement. The 

agreement will ensure that Kenya will not face new tariffs after Brexit, and it will also 

enable British companies doing business in Kenya to continue to export to the United 

Kingdom tax-free. The other five members of the EAC, including Burundi, Rwanda, 

Tanzania, Uganda and South Sudan, expressed their opposition to Kenya’s separate 

agreement with the United Kingdom.  

(http://eu.mofcom.gov.cn/article/jmxw/202011/20201103016581.shtml) 

 

2. On November 4, 2020, the European Commission proposed to amend the "EU 

Regulations on the Export Control of Dual-use Items" to include the United Kingdom 

in the list of countries with a collective general export license for dual-use items. 

Currently, the countries on the list include Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, 

Norway, Switzerland (including Liechtenstein) and the United States. 

(https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regdoc/rep/1/2020/EN/COM-2020-692-F1-EN-

MAIN-PART-1.PDF) 

 

3. On November 4, 2020, the United States formally withdrew from the Paris 

Agreement, becoming the only party to withdraw from the Paris Agreement so far. On 

November 4, 2019, the U.S. government officially notified the United Nations to 

withdraw from the Paris Agreement to address global climate change. According to the 

Paris Agreement, the withdrawal process takes one year. 

(https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-54797743) 

 

4. On November 5, 2020, Panama deposited the ratification of the Multilateral 



Convention for the Implementation of Measures Related to Tax Treaties to Prevent Tax 

Base Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS MLI). Panama is the 56th country to sign the 

BEPS multilateral convention, and 94 jurisdictions have signed the convention. The 

BEPS multilateral convention now covers nearly 1,700 bilateral tax treaties. 

(http://www.oecd.org/countries/panama/panama-deposits-its-instrument-of-

ratification-for-the-multilateral-beps-convention.htm) 

 

5. From November 8 to 12, 2020, UNCTAD published the International Investment 

Agreements Reform Accelerator. The IIA Reform Accelerator aims to expedite the 

modernization of the existing stock of old-generation IIAs. The Accelerator focuses on 

eight IIA provisions that are most in need of reform, and that have seen a clear reform 

trend in line with the sustainable development goals (SDGs) and towards safeguarding 

the State’s right to regulate in IIAs. For each provision, the IIA Reform Accelerator 

identifies sustainable development-oriented policy options (building on UNCTAD’s 

Investment Policy Framework for Sustainable Development 2015) and proposes ready-

to-use model language that implements these options. The Accelerator further 

illustrates how these options have been used in recent IIAs and model BITs.  

(https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/diaepcbinf2020d8_en.pdf) 

 

6. On November 9, 2020, according to the authorization of the World Trade 

Organization (WTO), the European Union issued retaliatory measures against the 

United States, involving 15% tariffs on American aircraft products and 25% tariffs on 

a series of American agricultural and industrial products. The total value is about 4 

billion US dollars. The U.S. and Europe have long disputed over the issue of large 

aircraft subsidies. On October 26, 2020, the WTO Dispute Settlement Body (DSB) 

officially authorized the EU to file a lawsuit against the U.S. Large Aircraft Subsidy 

Case (DS353) to the United States for no more than 3.993 billion per year U.S. dollar 

trade retaliation measures. 



(https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-

content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32020R1646&from=EN) 

 

7. On November 9, 2020, the Council of the European Union announced that it had 

reached an interim political agreement with the European Parliament on the revision of 

the EU’s regulations on the export, intermediary transactions, technical assistance, 

transit and transfer of dual-use items. Major updates include stricter export controls on 

network surveillance technologies, the addition of two new EU dual-use items general 

export licenses, strengthening of cooperation between licensing authorities and customs, 

and the introduction of new regulations for “pass-through control” to allow member 

states to follow the export control regulations formulated by other member states to 

implement export control, coordinate the EU-level regulations applicable to dual-use 

items related technical assistance services based on domestic laws, and increase the 

transparency of dual-use items trade while protecting trade secrets and national security 

interests, etc. 

(https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2020/11/09/new-rules-on-

trade-of-dual-use-items-agreed/#) 

 

8. On November 9 and 10, 2020, the Office of Overseas Assets Control of the US 

Department of the Treasury updated the Hong Kong sanctions and Iran sanctions in the 

SDN list. On November 9, 2020, four Mainland and Hong Kong officials were included 

in the SDN list. On November 10, 2020, four Taiwanese companies and two Hong Kong 

companies were included in the SDN list. 

(https://home.treasury.gov/policy-issues/financial-sanctions/recent-actions/20201109) 

 

9. On November 10, 2020, the U.S. Congressional Research Bureau released the 

"Investigation Report on Foreign Trade Remedies for U.S. Agricultural Products." The 

report pointed out that in recent years, foreign countries have frequently initiated anti-



dumping and countervailing investigations on American agricultural products, which 

has adversely affected the competitiveness of American agricultural products in 

relevant countries. The report analyzes the anti-dumping and countervailing 

investigations of American agricultural products initiated by major trading partners of 

the United States (Mexico, Canada, China, the European Union, and Peru), and believes 

that American agricultural products are facing challenges brought about by foreign 

trade remedies. 

(https://fas.org/sgp/crs//row/R46263.pdf) 

 

10. On November 12, 2020, Trump signed the "Executive Order on Addressing the 

Threat from Securities Investments that Finance Communist Chinese Military 

Companies", prohibiting U.S. investments to the so-called "companies owned or 

controlled by the Chinese military." According to the executive order, from 9:30 a.m. 

Eastern Time on January 11, 2021, U.S. investment companies, pension funds, and 

other institutions are prohibited from buying and selling the stocks, securities or other 

derivatives of the 31 companies included in the list, and divesting investments from the 

31 companies. 

(https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-addressing-threat-

securities-investments-finance-communist-chinese-military-companies/) 

 

11. On November 12, 2020, the United Kingdom announced the National Security and 

Investment Bill 2020, which gives ministers the power to block overseas companies 

from acquiring British companies on the grounds of national security. The bill contains 

the largest reform of takeover rules in the UK in the past 20 years. 

(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-security-and-investment-bill-

2020) 

 

12. On November 12, 2020, the European Commission released the 2019 EU Trade 



Agreement Implementation Report, which analyzed the implementation of the 44 trade 

agreements being implemented by the EU in 2019, and focused on the implementation 

of important trade agreements. 

(https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_20_2091) 

 

13. On November 15, 2020, the RCEP was officially signed, which will build the 

world's largest free trade zone. The member states include 10 ASEAN countries and 

China, Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand. In the face of Sino-US trade 

frictions and the gradual high pressure on US-related trade and investment, the signing 

of the RCEP agreement will bring new opportunities for Chinese companies. 

(http://fta.mofcom.gov.cn/rcep/rcep_new.shtml) 

 

14. On November 18, 2020, the World Trade Organization released the latest "Trade 

Monitoring Report". According to the report, the number and coverage of trade 

restrictions and trade facilitation measures implemented by G20 countries on goods 

from mid-May to mid-October 2020 All have slowed down, mainly because since the 

outbreak of the new crown epidemic, in response to the economic downturn, the G20 

countries have adopted numerous trade facilitation and support measures to lay the 

foundation for a strong economic recovery. 

(https://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news20_e/report_trdev_nov20_e.pdf) 

 

15. On November 18, 2020, the "mini tariff" agreement reached by the European Union 

and the United States in August 2020 was approved by the European Council. The 

"mini-tariff" agreement is the first tariff reduction and exemption agreement reached 

by Europe and the United States in more than 20 years. Once it takes effect, the EU will 

abolish the tariffs on lobster exported from the United States and the United States will 

halve the tariffs on processed food, crystal glass, lighters and other products exported 

to the United States. According to the agreement, the time for tariff reduction and 

exemption between the two parties will be calculated from August 1, 2020, and will be 



valid for 5 years. The annual US trade volume involved is about 110 million U.S. dollars 

and the European trade volume involved is about 160 million U.S. dollars each year. 

(https://www.chinanews.com/gj/2020/11-19/9341948.shtml) 

 

16. On November 21, 2020, the Eurasian Economic Commission announced that the 

"Eurasian Economic Union and China’s Agreement on the Exchange of Information on 

International Transportation of Goods and Vehicles" has officially entered into force. 

The Central Customs of the member states of the Union and the General Administration 

of Customs of China will be the authorized implementation units for information 

exchange. The agreement was signed during the St. Petersburg International Economic 

Forum in June 2019. 

(http://www.mofcom.gov.cn/article/i/jyjl/e/202011/20201103018185.shtml) 

 

17. On November 23, 2020, Reuters reported that an internal list prepared by the 

Department of Commerce showed that the Trump administration expected to identify 

89 Chinese companies involved in aerospace and other fields as “military end users” to 

restrict their purchases from the United States. A series of products and technologies. 

The list includes Commercial Aircraft Corporation of China, China Aviation Industry 

Corporation and its 10 affiliated entities. If the foregoing list is true and is identified as 

a "military end user", the US supplier must obtain a license from the Department of 

Commerce in order to sell the controlled items to the companies on the list. 

(https://mobile.reuters.com/article/amp/idUSKBN28307P) 

 

18. On November 23, 2020, the government of Russian Federation issued Government 

Decree No. 1867, stipulating that from January 1, 2021, all electronic devices such as 

smartphones, tablets, desktops and laptops, and smart TVs sold in Russia must be pre-

installed domestic software. 

(http://news.china.com.cn/2020-11/24/content_76941312.htm) 



 

19. On November 24, 2020, India issued a ban on 43 apps, including AliExpress, which 

belonged to Alibaba Group. The Ministry of Science and Technology of India stated 

that most of these 43 apps come from China, including some dating apps, and the 

statement claimed that these apps threatened "India's sovereignty and integrity". 

(https://www.reuters.com/article/india-china-apps/india-bans-43-mobile-apps-as-it-

takes-on-china-idUSKBN2841KQ) 

 

20. On November 24, 2020, the U.S. Department of Commerce made a positive 

preliminary ruling on the anti-subsidy investigation of cable ties originating in China, 

and determined that the subsidy rate of the investigated products for both Chinese 

exporters and manufacturers was 122.5%. Among them, the subsidy rate for "currency 

undervaluation" is 10.54%. This is the first time the U.S. Department of Commerce has 

determined in the countervailing investigation that the RMB exchange rate has been 

undervalued by government actions and constitutes a subsidy. 

(https://www.commerce.gov/news/press-releases/2020/11/us-department-commerce-

issues-affirmative-preliminary-countervailing-0) 

 

21. On November 25, 2020, President Xi Jinping called Joseph Biden to congratulate 

him on his election as President of the United States. Vice President Wang Qishan called 

Kamala Harris to congratulate her on her election as Vice President of the United States. 

(https://www.fmprc.gov.cn/web/zyxw/t1835555.shtml) 


